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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HOLDEN). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
August 2, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable TIM 
HOLDEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, may everything 
that we do bring consolation, security, 
and hope to Your people. By Your holy 
inspiration, this Nation has begun the 
good work of justice and freedom with 
government by the people. 

In these days, let us continue to be a 
stronghold of God-fearing people who 
fashion law and policy not out of expe-
diency or self-interest, but on firm 
principles that will strengthen per-
sonal virtue, assure tranquility, and 
serve the common good of all in the 
Nation. 

For we believe, in serving Your peo-
ple with dedication and personal integ-
rity, we serve You, Almighty God, and 
give You glory now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 

agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I object to the 
vote on the ground that a quorum is 
not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SIRES) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SIRES led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 10 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side. 

f 

110TH CONGRESS DELIVERS 
CHANGE AND A NEW DIRECTION 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, last No-
vember, people in Wisconsin and all 
across America asked for a positive 
change and a new direction, and the 
Democratically led 110th Congress has 
delivered. 

We have been working hard to build a 
better nation by forcing Congress to be 
fiscally responsible, by increasing the 
minimum wage, and enhancing our se-
curity with the enactment of the 9/11 
Commission recommendations. 

We’ve cut costs for higher education. 
We’ve increased veterans’ benefits, and 
in Wisconsin, we saved SeniorCare, the 
best prescription drug plan in America. 
And yesterday, we passed legislation to 
guarantee access to health care for our 
elders and for those among us who need 
it most, our children. 

And next, forward-thinking Demo-
crats will guide us towards energy 
independence and confront global cli-
mate change. There is hope again all 
across America. We are headed in a 
positive and fiscally responsible direc-
tion. 

f 

THIRD WORLD WAR 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, General Jack 
Keane, a retired four-star general and 
former Vice Chief of Staff of the United 
States Army, urged the Armed Serv-
ices Committee to ‘‘find the courage 
that our troops display so openly, to 
deserve their honorable and selfless 
sacrifice, and to not squander their 
sacrifices and the gains they have 
made.’’ 

General Keane reviewed that the 
counteroffensive led by General David 
Petraeus is reducing sectarian vio-
lence. Sunnis are rejecting al Qaeda, 
and more Iraqis are working with our 
troops. 

Osama bin Laden has described Iraq, 
quote, ‘‘The most important and seri-
ous issue today for the whole world is 
this third world war. It is raging in the 
land of the two rivers. The world’s 
millstone and pillar is in Baghdad, the 
capital of the caliphate.’’ 
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We must have resolve to stop our en-

emies and support our brave troops 
who are fighting to defend our freedom 
and protect American families. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

AMERICA NEEDS A PLAN TO PRO-
VIDE FOR CONTINUITY OF GOV-
ERNMENT 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Most Americans would 
agree that it would be prudent to have 
a plan to provide for the continuity of 
government and the rule of law in case 
of a devastating terrorist attack or 
natural disaster, a plan to provide for 
the cooperation, the coordination and 
continued functioning of all three 
branches of the government. 

The Bush administration tells us 
they have such a plan. They have in-
troduced a little sketchy public version 
that is clearly inadequate and doesn’t 
really tell us what they have in mind, 
but they said, don’t worry; there’s a de-
tailed classified version. But now 
they’ve denied the entire Homeland Se-
curity Committee of the United States 
House of Representatives access to 
their so-called detailed plan to provide 
for continuity of government. They 
say, trust us. Trust us, the people who 
brought us Katrina, to be competent in 
the face of a disaster? Trust us, the 
people who brought us warrantless 
wiretapping and other excesses eroding 
our civil liberties? Trust us? 

Maybe the plan just really doesn’t 
exist and that’s why they won’t show it 
to us. I don’t know. Or maybe there’s 
something there that’s outrageous. The 
American people need their elected 
representatives to review this plan for 
the continuity of government. 

f 

MORE GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF 
OUR LIVES 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, our path to 
energy independence is anything but 
that. We have become more energy de-
pendent on foreign governments, and 
our own government continues to find 
new ways to control our lives regarding 
energy use. The government is in the 
toilet bowl control business. Now toi-
lets must meet strict Federal regula-
tions, but these expensive toilets must 
be flushed more than once to be effec-
tive. 

The government now polices our 
washing machines. But new regulations 
that limit water usage are so ineffec-
tive with these new gizmos that Con-
sumer Reports states the government 
machines don’t get dirty clothes clean 
unless they’re washed multiple times. 
So much for saving energy. 

And now the government is in the 
light bulb police business, requiring ex-

pensive new bulbs to be used that are 
only made, ironically, in China. In-
stead of finding new ways to punish 
and police Americans for using energy, 
we should find new efficient sources of 
more energy. 

I doubt if our forefathers fought for 
independence at Valley Forge just to 
give us an all-controlling government 
that demands how citizens use washing 
machines, light bulbs and toilet bowls. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 3162 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise proud-
ly this morning to tell this Nation and 
the children of the State of New Jersey 
that this House has heard their call for 
help. 

Yesterday’s passage of H.R. 3162, the 
Children’s Health and Medicare Protec-
tion Act of 2007, was a significant 
achievement for the children of work-
ing Americans throughout this coun-
try. In New Jersey alone, this legisla-
tion will maintain coverage for over 
120,000 children currently enrolled in 
New Jersey’s FamilyCare program, 
while also helping the State provide 
care for the 136,000 children currently 
eligible for the program but not en-
rolled in it. The New Jersey 
FamilyCare program would also be al-
lowed to extend coverage to 126,000 
young men and women who are aging 
out of the program but still need access 
to health care. 

I am especially glad that the CHAMP 
Act will also help 80,000 of the lowest 
income and most wonderful adults in 
my State keep their coverage through 
this program. 

Mr. Speaker, the SCHIP program 
that we passed yesterday has the po-
tential to have a significant impact on 
improving children’s health care across 
this Nation. 

f 

‘‘HOLD-ON-TO-YOUR-WALLET’’ 
CONGRESS 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this morning to speak about the 
Ag approps bill that is going to come 
before us, and the culture of tax and 
spend that is just running unabated in 
this House. 

And why should we expect the Ag 
approps bill to be any different? Well, 
of course it is not any different. It is 
going to be more of the same; it is 
going to be more of the same tax and 
spend. 

And again we see a piece of legisla-
tion that is spending more than what 
the President requested, which many of 
us think was too much in the first 
place; 5.6 percent more than the Presi-
dent requested and 5.9 percent more 
than last year. You know what, Mr. 

Speaker? There are a lot of Americans 
that would like to see a 5.9 percent in-
crease in their paycheck. 

It is time for this House to get its fis-
cal house in order. It is time for the 
liberal left to stop spending the tax-
payer’s money. This is the ‘‘Hold-On- 
To-Your-Wallet’’ Congress. They’re 
proving it every single day. 

f 

RENEWABLE PORTFOLIO 
STANDARD FOR AMERICA 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, 
1961, John F. Kennedy stood behind me 
and said that the U.S. was going to put 
a man on the moon in 10 years. That 
was very ambitious, but we did it. And 
we’re going to have a similar moment 
of goal setting and aspirations and vi-
sion tomorrow when we vote to adopt a 
renewable portfolio standard for Amer-
ica, where we will guarantee Ameri-
cans that we will have 15 percent of our 
electricity coming from clean, renew-
able sources by the year 2020. 

This is something we know we can 
do; States are doing it, whole nations 
in Europe have over 20 percent clean, 
renewable energy today. And we should 
follow the spirit of Oak Ridge, Texas, 
which 2 months ago became the first 
city in the United States to have all 
their electricity from clean, renewable, 
100 percent biodiesel. This is something 
the States can do for a variety of rea-
sons. Let’s have another ‘‘Apollo-John 
F. Kennedy’’ moment tomorrow when 
we pass the renewable portfolio stand-
ard. 

f 

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR 
MINNESOTA TRAGEDY 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, the people of Minnesota and, indeed, 
the people of this country have suffered 
a great tragedy. And I think this is one 
of the few times when I can say that I 
speak for all of the Members of the 
House when I say that our sympathies 
and our desire to be of assistance is 
with them. We want them to know that 
they are not alone in this moment of 
tragedy. 

I also want to say this, Mr. Speaker. 
Yesterday, the House voted 225–204 to 
provide a health care safety net for the 
children in this country. This will help 
the children in the State of Texas, 
where I happen to represent the Ninth 
Congressional District, and we have 
the largest portion of uninsured chil-
dren in the entire Nation. 

This is the safety net that children 
need. Children don’t decide where 
they’re born and to what families they 
come. Children need health care. This 
will help Texas to do what it should 
have done when it lost $830 million to 
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